Value

Value is an element of design concerned with the degree of lightness or darkness in an object.  White is the presence of light; black is the absence of light.

Value Scale


The value scale is a tool an artist uses to create a full range of values.  White (usually the white of the paper) is at one extreme and black (as dark as the medium the artist is using will get) is at the other.  The spaces in between are ranges of middle grays.

4 Styles of Value – demo each 

1. Hatching/Crosshatching: using closely spaced parallel lines for hatching or crossed parallel lines for crosshatching

2. Shading:  like coloring, depends on how hard the medium is pressed to how dark it will become, lighter pressure creates lighter areas

3. Blending:  shade then smear with finger or other blending material for a softer look than shading

4. Stippling:  using dots spaced closely together for dark areas, farther apart for light areas

CHIAROSCURO:  From the Italian meaning “light-dark”.  The use of value contrasts to represent the effects of light and shadow.  The mood created by the use of value contrasts.

