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Taking Pictures
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Good Photos have a focal point!  If needed shoot low and have a foreground in the picture to add impact.
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The center of interest is usually not in the center of the photo.  AVOID the “Bull’s eye Syndrome”.  Use the Rule of thirds!
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Make sure the horizon line is at the top or bottom third of the rectangle rather than in the middle of the picture.
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Eliminate all unnecessary details.  Change position or move in close.  Don’t shoot all photos at eye level- get a bird’s eye or worm’s eye view to add interest.
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If time:  look at the subject, then deliberately make your eye go to all corners of the viewfinder- eliminate anything that detracts from the subject, as you want it to be seen.
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Leave space in front of a moving subject- a person should be walking into the picture rather than out of it.
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If shooting people, consider using the camera vertically.
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If you are not shooting the entire body of a person, crop at the shoulder, waist, hip, knees- not at the ankle or wrist.
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Look for visual perspective- lines merging in a hallway, shooting straight up a building.
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Diagonal lines can lead the eye to the subject.
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Balance can be formal with everything symmetrical (the same) on each side, but can also be informal, with the largest subject on one side and a number of smaller ones to balance it.
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Repetition of lines or similar shapes such as circles or triangles adds interest to a composition.
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Be aware of contrast- the lights and darks emphasize the subject.
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When shooting sports always get the ball or some kind of action into the picture.
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Make sure the subject’s face can be seen in the picture.

[image: image17.png]



When using a flash don’t put a person directly against a wall- leave space between them and the wall to eliminate too much shadow.
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Look for interesting angles.
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Take too many pictures!
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Have Fun!

