Shape & Form Lecture

Shape

An area clearly set off by one or more of the elements.  Shape is two dimensional with the dimensions of height and width.

Two Types of Shape

· Geometric:  man made shapes such as squares, triangles, circles, etc.  Geometric shapes have regular edges and a mathematical formula can be applied to them.

· Organic:  free forms, or shapes and forms that represent living things having irregular edges.

Form

Form appears three-dimensional and encloses volume, such as a cube, sphere, pyramid, or cylinder.  Form has the dimensions of height, width, and depth.  Real form is when an object actually has 3 dimensions (a top, sides, bottom).  Simulated form is when an object appears to have 3 dimensions but is on a two dimensional surface.

Two Types of Form

· Open:  a form that is penetrated with negative shapes or space

· Closed:  a form with no negative space- dense and massive

