Line Lecture

Line

An element of art, which is used to define space, contours, and outlines, or suggest mass and volume.  A continuous mark made on a surface with a pointed tool or implied by the edges of shapes and forms.

3 Categories of Line:

1) DESCRIPTIVE LINES

a) Outlines:  The most basic kind of descriptive line.  It is a line that joins itself to surround a shape.  The outer edges of an object.

b) Contour lines:  Lines that define the outer edges of forms and the surfaces within a form such as shapes, wrinkles, and folds.

c) Hatching and Crosshatching:  Lines that are used for shading.

Optical mixing: in hatching, the black lines are so thin and close together that they blend with the white of the paper, when this happens, they appear gray rather than black on white.  This mixing takes place within the eye.

2) IMPLIED LINES

a) Edges:  Created where textures, colors, or values change at the end of a shape- where one object ends and another begins.

b) Closure:  An arrangement of marks or shapes, which are connected in the mind’s eye by “seeing” line, that is not there.

c)   Lines of Sight:  The lines along which people in a picture look.

3) ABSTRACT LINES

Lines limited primarily to expression (they are not used to symbolize, to outline, or to look like shading).  Each of the 5 types of line have a unique personality.

LINE PERSONALITIES

1) Vertical= strong, powerful

2) Horizontal= calm, relaxed

3) Diagonal= tense, uncomfortable

4) Curved= graceful, flowing movement

5) Zigzag= action, excitement

