
Yearbook Copy Writing
KSPA REGIONAL COMPETITION 2010

This is an on-site contest. Please attach the contest number assigned to you on the upper right-hand corner 
of the entry. Do not put your name on the entry. If you do, your entry will be disqualified.

Students are not to request help or advice from anyone other than the KSPA Executive Director. All work must 
be that of the contestant.

OVERVIEW
Description
You are a staff member for Ad Astra High School’s The Honeybee. Your editor has assigned you to write the 
copy about snow days for the student life section of the book.

School Info
Name: Ad Astra High School Location: Aspera, Kansas Mascot: Box Turtles
Enrollment: 850 (grades 9-12) School Colors: Green & Gold
Name of Yearbook: Honeybee Name of Newspaper: The Star
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DIRECTIONS
Assignment
You are to write a 200-word yearbook story on snow days. This is a copy writing contest only; no headline 
should be written. Background information and quotes have been provided for you below. The writer should 
determine which information is relevant and important to the story. Students may write in pen or pencil. 
Students may use dictionary, thesaurus and A.P. style manuals. The use of personal listening devices (i.e. 
iPods), recording devices, electric typewriters and personal computers during the contest is prohibited.

Background
 Ad Astra High School has already used four snow days this winter: Jan. 5-9.•	
 Ad Astra High School is allowed three snow days before students must attend extra days at the end of •	
May to compensate.
 On Jan. 5 it snowed so much the district actually released students after lunch (at 12:30 p.m.) so that •	
they could avoid driving in the predicted 12 inches of snow.
Students were notified via an announcement on the intercom from the principal.•	
 Approximately 100 students waiting for rides played in the parking lot for an hour and had a snowball •	
fight. The students hid behind cars to dodge the snowballs.
 Teachers, mostly from the English and Social Studies departments, went outside and participated in the •	
snowball fight, throwing snowballs at each other and occasionally at students. Students threw snowballs 
at teachers and other students. There were no apparent “sides” or “teams” in the fight. Just random 
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Quotes
 Principal Matthew Berg: “The decision to cancel school on Jan. 5 and all subsequent days was an •	
executive decision made by the board. The anticipated temperature of below zero for the following days 
would have made our bus routes unnavigable.”
Junior Sadie Carmichael: “I love snow days because I love sleeping in.”•	
 Varsity point guard Jon Young: “Dude, I was so mad that we missed the game. I mean, the snowball fight •	
was killer, and I totally hit Mr. Maguire with a snowball in the face, but I wanted to beat the Meadowlarks 
so bad.”
 English teacher Dan Maguire: “Yes, I did have fun at the snowball fight. But I worried about them for the •	
rest of the week since none of the teachers had assigned homework yet.”
 Assistant to the superintendent Ann Manlen: “We don’t usually call a snow day halfway through the day, •	
but we thought we should. The weather all week was bad.”
 Yearbook editor Andrew Mavis: “We got a lot of good pictures that day, like of some social studies •	
teachers making snow angels, and when the principal Mr. Berg even came out and threw a snowball, and 
later in the week of the trees in town all covered in snow and the yearbook staff all sledding together. It’s 
great.”
 Local business woman Leigh DeGaughga: “It was so cold we had hardly any customers, especially not •	
since the roads weren’t plowed very well at all.”
 Basketball coach Ben Medsgee: “The game was really important to us, both as a team and as a school, •	
and it is extremely frustrating that they won’t be able to reschedule it for later.”
 Freshman Laura Dave: “The snowball fight is one of my favorite memories of the school year. It was like •	
seeing the teachers act like real people, them laughing and playing. But I didn’t have anything to do all 
week ‘cause my mom didn’t let me go anywhere ‘cause there was like a foot of snow.”

throwing, as far as you could tell.
One injury was sustained during the snowball fight, a split lip on freshman Laura Dave.•	
 A picture of the snowball fight appeared in the neighborhood section of the Aspera Gazette on Jan. 8, •	
showing when principal Matthew Berg threw a snowball at English teacher Dan Maguire. 
Ad Astra High School has not used more than three snow days since 1989.•	
 A home basketball game against the rival John Brown High School Meadowlarks, scheduled for the night •	
of Jan. 5, was cancelled with no reschedule date.
 All other school activities for the week were cancelled, as well as some local businesses closed, including •	
a student favorite Box Turtle Burgers.
During that week, Aspera, Kan., received 28 total inches of snow.•	


